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RESIDENTIAL FENCE APPLICATION 
 
APPLICATION: 
Any owner or authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, or change the 
occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any 
electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by codes and ordinances 
adopted by the city, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make application to the building official and 
obtain the required permit. 

A building permit is required for any fence or screening structure construction 

The following section of the Lakeway Code of Ordinances applies to the construction of fences: 

• Section 24.02.443 

The City of Lakeway has adopted the following codes: 

• International Building Code – 2009 Edition, including all appendices except for appendices A, B, H and J 
• International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings – 2009 Edition, with the exception of 

chapters 25 to 32 (plumbing), including all appendices except for appendices E and L 
• International Energy Conservation Code – 2009 Edition 
• International Mechanical Code – 2009 Edition, including all appendices except for appendix B 
• International Fire Code – 2009 Edition as amended by Travis County Emergency Service District No. 6 
• International Gas Code – 2009 Edition, including all appendices 
• National Electrical Code 2008 
• Uniform Plumbing Code – 2009 Edition or as adopted by the service provider 

CHECKLIST: 
This list has been prepared as a tool for submitting a complete fence permit application package.  In no way does 
this list represent all submittal documents that may be required to demonstrate compliance with local codes and 
ordinances. Delays in the permit issuance process will occur as a result of incomplete or inadequate submittal 
information. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
• Project Information Sheet 
• Submittal Documents 
• Exhibits (click on links below) 

 Permitted Fence Locations 
 Masonry column requirements 

• Applications 
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FENCE PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET 
 
General Contractor: 
 

Phone: 

Address: 
 

Fax: 

City: 
 

State: Zip: 

E-mail: 
 
 
 This information sheet must be submitted with the permit application for the fence. 
 
QUESTIONNAIRE: 
 
What is the estimated project valuation?  $ ______________________. 

Is there an active Architectural Control Board (ACB) over the subject property?  Yes □ or No □?  If yes, provide 
evidence of plan submission to the ACB. 

Is this a pool barrier?  ☐ Yes or ☐ No?     

Is this a golf course property?  ☐ Yes or ☐ No?   

Will the fence attach to any neighboring fences?  ☐ Yes or ☐ No?   

What materials will be used to construct the fence? Check applicable box below:  

☐ Wood (constructed so that it is identical on both sides) 

☐ Wrought iron 

☐ Masonry 

☐ Pre-cast concrete 

What is the height of the fence above grade?   ☐ 4 feet   ☐ 5 feet   ☐ 6 feet   ☐ Other _____ feet  
 Staff is only able to approve fence structures up to 6’ in height, fence up to 8 feet must be approved by the City 
Building Commissionl. 
 

Wastewater: ☐ Public or ☐ Private? *  

 

*If wastewater is collected through a private sewage system (septic), will need to obtain fence placement approval 
from Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) and provide approval verification to the City.  LCRA recognizes 
that on certain occasions, especially with pool barriers, it may be necessary to construct a fence over a septic field 
but they have indicated to us that there are certain methods that they want implemented and want to be involved in 
the inspection process.          
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SUBMITTAL DOCUMENTS 
 
GENERAL 

 

o Application, fees and fence project information sheet (Fence Project Information Sheet) 
 
SURVEY 

 

o Clearly indicate the location of the fence.  A highlighter is a good method of achieving this. 
o Show the location of all gates   

 
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

o Provide the height of the fence. 
o Indicate the fence materials.   
o If the fence material will be wood, indicate compliance with the following: 

 Wood fences must be constructed so that all fence runs are finished and identical on both 
sides of the fence with pickets on both sides of the stringers.   

 Masonry columns are required every 12’ where the wood fence faces a street. Locate the 
column on the survey.    

 Provide the size of the masonry columns.  They are required to be a minimum of fourteen 
(14) inches by fourteen (14) inches.    

 Indicate the column height; the columns must be at least as high as the fence but can be 
no more than six (6) inches above the height of the fence.  

 Provide masonry column footing details.  The columns must be placed on steel reinforced 
concrete footings that are at least two (2) inches larger on all sides of the column and a 
minimum of eight (8) inches in depth.   

o If the fence material will be masonry and the height of the structure will be 4’ or greater, will 
need the following: 
 An engineer designed plan.  Masonry walls, or any portion thereof, four (4) feet or 

greater in height must be accompanied by plans designed, signed and sealed by a 
registered professional engineer or architect.   

o If the fence is a pool barrier, submittal will also need to:  
 Show compliance with pool barrier requirements (see supplemental information). 

o Provide two copies of a drawing or photograph of the proposed fence.  The code only permits 
fences that are constructed of wood (constructed so that it is identical on both sides), wrought 
iron, masonry or pre-cast concrete.  

o Indicate whether attaching to neighboring fences. A letter of authorization from the neighbor 
authorizing the attachment is required.  
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PERMITTED FENCE LOCATIONS 
 
Fences should be located on property lines whenever possible unless they would interfere with drainage or would  
encroach in the streetside or golf course setbacks.  No fence of any type may encroach into the street or golf course  
setbacks.   
 
Setbacks are the minimum distance (measured in feet) from a structure to a property line.  The following are the  
minimum setbacks for single-family residential lots: 
 
Minimum building setbacks. 
 

Street(s):                     25’ 
Side:                             5’ (golf course 25’) 
Rear:                             5’ (golf course 25’) 
 
Measurement of setbacks. Building setbacks are measured from property lines only. The edge of the street  
pavement shall never be used to determine setback lines or to locate property lines. 
 

 
 
Exhibit A- Example of Permitted Fence Location (Interior Lot) 
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Exhibit B- Example of Permitted Fence Location (Golf Course Lot) 

 

 
 
 

Exhibit C- Example of Permitted Fence Location (Fronting 2 Streets) 
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MASONRY COLUMN REQUIREMENTS 
 
Yard fences constructed of wood shall have masonry supporting structures spaced at least every twelve  
(12) feet along those portions of the fence facing the street or lake. 
 

(B) Exception: For duplexes constructed prior to 1995 and located within R-4, duplex 
zoned districts, masonry supporting structures shall be located: 

 
(i) Along fence runs facing a street at the point one property line meets another; and 

 
(ii) At the corners of those fences facing two streets. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 

 
EXCERPT FROM SECTION AG105 BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 
  
  
 

AG105.1 Application. The provisions of this 
chapter shall control the design of barriers for 
residential swimming pools, spas and hot tubs. 
These design controls are intended to provide 
protection against potential drownings and near-
drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, 
spas and hot tubs.  
 
AG105.2 Outdoor swimming pool. An outdoor 
swimming pool, including an in-ground, above-
ground or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa shall be 
surrounded by a barrier which shall comply with the 
following:  

1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches 
(1219 mm) above grade measured on the side of the 
barrier which faces away from the swimming pool. 
The maximum vertical clearance between grade and 
the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) 
measured on the side of the barrier which faces away 
from the swimming pool. Where the top of the pool 
structure is above grade, such as an above-ground 
pool, the barrier may be at ground level, such as the 
pool structure, or mounted on top of the pool 
structure. Where the barrier is mounted on top of the 
pool structure, the maximum vertical clearance 
between the top of the pool structure and the bottom 
of the barrier shall be 4 inches (102 mm). 

 

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of 
a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

 

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such 
as a masonry or stone wall, shall not contain 
indentations or protrusions except for normal 
construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 

 

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and 
vertical members and the distance between the tops 
of the horizontal members is less than 45 inches 
(1143 mm), the horizontal members shall be located 
on the swimming pool side of the fence. Spacing 
between vertical members shall not exceed 13/4 
inches (44 mm) in width. Where there are decorative 

cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the 
cutouts shall not exceed 13/4 inches (44 mm) in 
width. 

 

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and 
vertical members and the distance between the tops 
of the horizontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) 
or more, spacing between vertical members shall not 
exceed 4 inches (102 mm). Where there are 
decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing 
within the cutouts shall not exceed 13/4 inches (44 
mm) in width. 

 

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be 
a 21/4-inch (57 mm) square unless the fence has slats 
fastened at the top or the bottom which reduce the 
openings to not more than 13/4 inches (44 mm). 

 

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal 
members, such as a lattice fence, the maximum 
opening formed by the diagonal members shall not 
be more than 13/4 inches (44 mm). 

 

8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements 
of Section AG105.2, Items 1 through 7, and shall be 
equipped to accommodate a locking device. 
Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away 
from the pool and shall be self-closing and have a 
self-latching device. Gates other than pedestrian 
access gates shall have a self-latching device. Where 
the release mechanism of the self-latching device is 
located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the 
bottom of the gate, the release mechanism and 
openings shall comply with the following: 

 

8.1. The release mechanism shall be located       
on the pool side of the gate at least 3 inches 
(76 mm) below the top of the gate; and 
 

8.2. The gate and barrier shall have no 
opening larger than 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) 
within 18 inches (457 mm) of the release 
mechanism. 
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9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the 
barrier, one of the following conditions shall be met: 

9.1. The pool shall be equipped with a 
powered safety cover in compliance with 
ASTM F 1346; or 
9.2. Doors with direct access to the pool 
through that wall shall be equipped with an 
alarm which produces an audible warning 
when the door and/or its screen, if present, 
are opened. The alarm shall be listed and 
labeled in accordance with UL 2017. The 
deactivation switch(es) shall be located at 
least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the 
threshold of the door; or 
9.3. Other means of protection, such as self-
closing doors with self-latching devices, 
which are approved by the governing body, 
shall be acceptable as long as the degree of 
protection afforded is not less than the 
protection afforded by Item 9.1 or 9.2 
described above. 

10. Where an above-ground pool structure is 
used as a barrier or where the barrier is 
mounted on top of the pool structure, and 
the means of access is a ladder or steps: 
 

10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of 
being secured, locked or removed to prevent 
access; or 
 

10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded 
by a barrier which meets the requirements of 
Section AG105.2, Items 1 through 9. When 
the ladder or steps are secured, locked or 
removed, any opening created shall not 
allow the passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 
mm) sphere.   
BARRIER EXCEPTIONS  
 

Spas or hot tubs with an approved safety 
cover shall be exempt. 
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APPLICATION FOR RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT 
(CHECK ONE & INCLUDE NECESSARY SUPPORTING MATERIAL) 

 
 

 NEW HOUSE       ADDITION  POOL/SPA 
 DECK/PATIO  FENCE  LANDSCAPING 

 RE-ROOF  HVAC CHANGE OUT  OTHER:       
 
 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: GOLF COURSE LOT? 
        YES                NO 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION, SECTION, LOT NUMBER): VALUE OF PROPOSED WORK: 
            

PROPERTY OWNER NAME: 

  

TELEPHONE: E-MAIL 

        

      

            

MAILING ADDRESS: CITY: STATE ZIP CODE 
                     

CONTRACTOR: CONTACT NAME: TELEPHONE: E-MAIL 

                          

MAILING ADDRESS: CITY: STATE ZIP CODE 
                     

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK:  
      

 

(FOR CITY USE ONLY) 
SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION/INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION: 
 
That I, as owner or duly authorized officer of the property hereinafter 
referenced, do hereby execute this document, acknowledge the above 
statements to be true and accurate to the best of knowledge, and 
understand that knowing and willful falsification of information will 
result in rejection of my application and may be subject to criminal 
prosecution.  I have received, read and understand the terms and 
conditions of this request, and agree to compliance with all applicable 
codes and ordinances of the City.  I authorize the City or their 
representatives to visit and inspect the property for which this 
application is being submitted.  I further understand that City Staff 
review time may take up to twelve (12) business days per review. 

 PERMIT NUMBER: 
 

AMOUNT RECEIVED: 
 

NOTES: 
 

 

        
 APPLICANT SIGNATURE  

               

 PRINTED NAME  DATE  
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REEXAMINATION REQUEST 
 
 
 

PROJECT ADDRESS:              PRE-ISSUANCE  POST-ISSUANCE 
 
 

 
APPLICANT: 

  

TELEPHONE: E-MAIL 

        

      

            

MAILING ADDRESS: CITY: STATE ZIP CODE 
                     
    

PLEASE USE THE SPACE BELOW TO FURTHER DESCRIBE THE CONTENT OF YOUR REQUEST: 

  
      

      

      

      

      

      
 
 

(FOR CITY USE ONLY) 
SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION/INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION: 
 
That I, as owner or duly authorized officer of the property hereinafter 
referenced, do hereby execute this document, acknowledge the above 
statements to be true and accurate to the best of knowledge, and 
understand that knowing and willful falsification of information will 
result in rejection of my application and may be subject to criminal 
prosecution.  I have received, read and understand the terms and 
conditions of this request, and agree to compliance with all applicable 
codes and ordinances of the City.  I authorize the City or their 
representatives to visit and inspect the property for which this 
application is being submitted.  I further understand that City Staff 
review time may take up to seven (7) business days per review. 

 PERMIT NUMBER: 
 

NOTES: 
 

 

 

        
 APPLICANT SIGNATURE  

               

 PRINTED NAME  DATE  
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